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While the weather continues to grace us with spectacular days, and we
have so far avoided the impacts of smoke from the western fires, we are
now assaulted by a resurgence of the Covid virus. Due to decisions by
Washington State Parks, the Shelter Bay Company Board of Directors,
and the Swinomish Tribe, we find ourselves in the position of having to
cancel or modify our eagerly anticipated events in September. Having
followed the course of this issue, including observing that the Port
Townsend Wooden Boat Festival, a significant international event, was
cancelled, and that other leading yacht clubs have also cancelled upcoming activities,
your Bridge has decided to modify the Sucia Cruise as outlined on Page 3 and to cancel
the September 25 Re-Opening Garden Party. The decision to modify or cancel was due to
the increasing volatility of the public health environment, as well as increasing Covid
anxiety among our members. Even with measures that we put in place, the entities
responsible for our venues — the Marine Park facilities and the Shelter Bay clubhouse —
will no longer allow our gatherings to proceed as planned. Further, our members' safety
is our primary responsibility. We cannot in good conscience plan for and offer large group
gatherings at this time.

We will of course monitor this evolving situation and work hard to offer events that align
with the health environment. But, I must confess to diminished optimism for our fall
season of clubhouse dinners. Susan and I are signed up for the modified Sucia Cruise
and look forward to seeing many of you there. Playing with boats is a great way to
establish some normality during these times.

Welcome New SBYC Members
In spite of our limited operations over the past 16 months, interest in our club remains
strong. Four new members joined SBYC during the last month:
Tim and Nancy Vogel
Tim and Nancy were members of SBYC from 2011 to 2015 before moving away from
Shelter Bay. They’ve now returned to a home on Shelter Bay Drive and we welcome them
back to our club!
Todd Patterson
Please welcome Todd, who lives on Modoc Way and enjoys sailing and furniture-making.
He looks forward to getting to know our members.
Allen and Chris Elliott
Allen is an architect and Chris, an artist, is the director of La Conner Art Workshops and is
active in MONA. They live on Shelter Bay Drive and also own a home in Mexico.
Dorothy Larsen
Dorothy (who also answers to Dot) is a retired teacher and moved to Shelter Bay last year.
Many of you have already had the opportunity to meet her as she has two siblings in SBYC
(Sylvia Remington and Laurence Larsen). She loves boating and lives on the marina on
Shoshone Drive.
Welcome, all! We look forward to meeting each of you in person sometime soon!

From the Clubhouse—Acting Rear Commodore, Ken Olsen
Shifting flags briefly to Rear Commodore, I must here officially cancel the September 25
Re-Opening Garden Party for reasons outlined on Page 1. I would like to thank those who
stepped forward to help put on the event, and hope you will bear with us as we navigate these
turbulent times. I would also like to thank our suppliers — Gere-a-Deli and Pacific Party
Supplies — for returning our deposits. It cannot be easy to be in a service industry at this
time. We appreciate their understanding and will work with them again as soon as possible.
As for future dinner events at the clubhouse, we are unable to plan for any at this time. That said, if there is
a turnaround in the health context, be assured that we will evaluate our position continually and be ready to
spring into action if the opportunity safely presents itself. It reminds me a lot of a downwind night approach
to Race Rocks during a Swiftsure race in heavy wind and heavy fog before the advent of GPS. Constant
vigilance together with well thought out alternative plans of action to surprise conditions with a careful
balance of constancy and flexibility saved the boat. I feel we are doing the same thing now. As was the case
then, your input is valued.
We did however manage to have another excellent Friday Night BBQ! Many thanks to David and Jane
Edgley for hosting, and to Alan and Ilse Gee for their assistance. It was quite obvious that shore side social
events are extremely important to our members. Simultaneously, these events are still allowed by the health
authorities. We will be considering how to continue on that course. Below are some photos of the event,
taken by Rod Proctor.
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From the Charthouse—Fleet Captain, Vanessa Finch
Ahoy, SBYCers:
Welcome to these new members who joined SBYC during this cruising season:
Tracy McCain & Randy Ayers, m/v Sound Doctrine
Peggy & Greg Miller, m/v Voyager
Julia & Bob Carnahan, m/v Gypsy Spirit
Julieth & Simon Jreige, m/v unnamed
Valerie Burkhart-Wyman & Steve Wyman, m/v Itchy Teeth
Desta & Dean Dickinson, m/v Desta
Nancy & Tim Vogel (welcome back)
Todd Patterson
Chris & Allen Elliott
Dorothy Larson (creating a Larson Family trifecta)
We look forward to being able to introduce you in person at either an ashore or afloat Club activity. Thanks
for joining Shelter Bay Yacht Club!
In my involvement with SBYC (ahem: twenty years of wonderful experiences), I have learned that the greatest
enjoyment has been found by joining others in helping with group activities. From dinner crew to port crew
to serving on the Bridge, volunteering with SBYC has been an excellent return on the investment of energy,
100% of the time. Please give consideration to helping SBYC in 2022 when asked. As stated in last month’s
newsletter: I can attest (three times over) to how rewarding it is to serve in the Fleet Captain position and will
happily assist our next Fleet Captain in whatever way necessary. We won’t have a cruising program or
clubhouse dinners next year without YOUR help. Please say “yes” if asked to help.
It’s hard to believe we’re already at “end of season” time for our official Club Cruising schedule. Of course,
there’s PLENTY of excellent boating available in our autumn and winter seasons and I hope to find some of
you out there enjoying it with me. But, for now, there’s just one last Club cruise to look forward to and it’s
going to be great fun in spite of some last-minute changes:
RECONFIGURED “Sucia Still Rocks” - September 8th & 9th - Fossil Bay, Sucia Island
The fact that Covid infection rates continue to increase in Skagit County requires that this event be
reconfigured from the original, fully-hosted concept to one that will look more like other cruises we’ve had this
past year and a half. Here is what you can expect if you wish to attend the cruise: Rafting at the docks
will be discouraged. You’re welcome to make your own arrangements to raft, or be rafted to, but the port
hosts will not be facilitating the large, multi-boat-deep rafts we’ve had on Sucia in the past. The hosted
dinner and dockside happy hours will be replaced by Happy Hours Afloat, snacks provided by SBYC, to be
enjoyed via dinghy on both evenings. The previously scheduled contests and painting activities will be
postponed for another time. Hiking, socially-distanced visiting and enjoying Sucia’s many attractions are still
encouraged.
Because of these changes we wish to ensure that we have an accurate account of attendees. Please notify
Dave Latimer at dlatimer8@gmail.com if you plan to attend, even if you already registered online. Thanks.

To all new members who joined SBYC in the past year: If you have not yet received
your SBYC name tags (and a yacht club burgee if you own a boat), please let us know by
sending an email to treasurer@shelterbayyachtclub.org. Thank you!

New Member Coordinator Needed
We’ve been operating for quite some time now without a New Member Coordinator to personally meet and
greet new members and give them an introduction to our club. It’s a fun and rewarding position — if you
are interested in volunteering, please contact one of our officers for more information.
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Training Coordinator—Peter Volum
Are you the next SBYC Training Coordinator?
After 3-1/2 years in the Pacific Northwest, this Florida expat is beginning to admit that “winters
here really could be a little bit warmer and the days could be a tad longer.” The friends we left
behind in Florida to whom I have been boasting that the weather here is perfect and where the
air-conditioning is “free” will no doubt give me a hard time, but Madeleine and I have decided to
become snowbirds. This winter we will be moving to Mexico from November to February.
Unfortunately, as these are the most active months for Training activities (which take place when the water
is not as inviting as it is now), the Training Coordinator position will be open once again, to hopefully be
assumed by a more resilient native in our club than this Florida boy.
The SBYC Training Coordinator is one of club’s official appointed positions, but there are no mandatory
meetings to attend. You pretty much do what you want - when you want. Invite speakers, plan events…
Anything that might be of interest to our club (generally boating or marine related, but not always) is fair
game. Training sessions generally take place one evening per month from October to April.
In the process of organizing events, you will find that volunteers are always available and willing to lend a
hand. It’s a great way to better get to know other members. If you feel this position may be of for you, let
me know and I will hand over my notes (as well as Jack Cheetham’s previous notes), answer any questions,
and provide assistance in person until November (and by phone or email thereafter). Upon my return in
March, I will also gladly help with training activities and coordination of the Fire Extinguisher recertifications
and Coast Guard safety inspections.

Think about it!
Peter Volum
305-562-3594

A Note From Member Don Bloye
When the border opens and all of our new (and old) members are ready for some
Northern Adventure, a copy of my book Reflections of a Muddy Anchor at the helm
might be interesting and useful. Email me for a copy at dcbloye@frontier.com.
Let’s keep our fingers crossed that this virus will be whipped soon!

SBYC Logo Items For Sale
UPDATE: Kathy of Clever Kathy Designs is now also making face masks to order, and has all kinds of
new items— Shelter Bay Yacht Club license plate frames, mats for your boat with your boat’s name, etc.
Just call Kathy at (425) 301-2528. She will invoice you directly. Support our club and the La Conner
vendors!!!
Below is a list of embroidered SBYC logo items on-hand available to Club Members for
purchase at cost. Items may also be purchased from our online catalog at sbyc.cleverkathydesigns.com.
Janet Cheetham will be glad to assist you with any questions you may have, share a catalog, and/or help
you with filling out your purchase order. You can contact Janet at cheetham@ryanlaw.com.
Items for Sale for Women & Men in a variety of colors: Twill Caps, Long Sleeve Denim Shirts,
Sweatshirts (hooded, zipped, crew), Short Sleeve Polo Shirts, Reversible Vests, Poplin Jacket, and SBYC
Burgees in three sizes: 10” x 15”, 12" x 18" and 14" x 21".
The online catalog has much more for you to choose from as well. Contact Janet for current pricing and
assistance with ordering.
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Mike Ellis
Donna Swartz
Britt-Mari Wisniewski
Bob Ellis
Robert Glenn
Bill Holleman
Anne Lastelic
Carol Yaw
Sheila Cencak
Judith Rosso
Ken Lee
Jim Foster
Marian Roper
Nancy Vogel
Janice Gates
Staff Commodore Jon Galbraith
Ray Maly
Julie Tice
Richard Shepard
Steve Klein
Pat McGarry
Tracy Pegg
Michelle Mark
Ron McFarlane
Past Commodore John Bratland
Matt Mardesich

9/1
9/2
9/2
9/4
9/4
9/7
9/7
9/8
9/10
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/15
9/17
9/19
9/19
9/21
9/23
9/25
9/25
9/25
9/26
9/28
9/29
9/30

Michael Barclay & Ashley Sweeney
Rick & Lynn Parnell
Greg & Peggy Miller
Gregg & Laurie Wishkoski
Brian & Vickie Boyd
Richard & Carol Dorton
Don & Carolyn Bloye
David & Marilyn Allen
Sonny & Carole Miller
Roger Wheelis & Berit Kenin

9/1/2014
9/2/1966
9/3/??
9/6/1975
9/8/1961
9/12/1964
9/21/1979
9/22/1990
9/25/2004
9/25/2012

7 Years
55 Years
?? Years
46 Years
60 Years
57 Years
42 Years
31 Years
17 Years
9 Years

2021 CALENDAR (dinner events are tentative
until we have confirmation that the Clubhouse
has reopened)
SEPTEMBER
8-10
SUCIA ISLAND - DAVE & MARI LATIMER
25
(DINNER CANCELLED)
OCTOBER
4
TRAINING (Tentative)
16
DINNER AND ANNUAL MEETING (Tentative)
NOVEMBER
1
TRAINING (Tentative)
20
DINNER (Tentative)
DECEMBER
4
COMMODORE’S BALL (Tentative)
11
SWINOMISH YACHT CLUB LIGHTED BOAT PARADE

SBYC 2021 OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
Commodore

Ken Olsen

425-890-9415

Commodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Vice Commodore

(Vacant)

ViceCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Rear Commodore

(Vacant)

RearCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Fleet Captain

Vanessa Finch

360-941-4141

FleetCaptain@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Treasurer

Dennis Largé

206-484-8441

Treasurer@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Secretary

(Vacant)

Staff Commodore

Jon Galbraith

360-630-5404

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Don Chandler

360-466-1555

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Jennifer Johnston 360-399-1124

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Larry Lien

See directory or web site for personal email

Secretary@shelterbayyachtclub.org

360-631-1880

5

Thank You 2021 Advertisers
Barrett Financial

1809 Commercial Ave, Suite 100

Anacortes

360-293-6287

Edward Jones

708 East Morris Street, Suite C

La Conner

360-466-2933

Harbor Canvas

611 Olympic View Dr

Coupeville

360-929-3421

La Conner Brewing Co.

117 South 1st Street

La Conner

360-466-1415

La Conner Landing Marine Services

541 N Third Street

La Conner

360-757-7757

La Conner Marina (Port of Skagit)

613 North 2nd

La Conner

360-466-3118

La Conner Maritime Services

920 West Pearle Jensen Way

La Conner

360-466-3629

Latitude Marine Services

18578 McGlinn Lane

La Conner

360-466-4905

LFS Marine & Outdoor

851 Coho Way

Bellingham

360-734-3336

Marine Sanitation & Supply

1900 N. Northlake way

Seattle

206-633-1110

Maroney Marine Services

612 North Dunlap Street, Suite E

La Conner

360-466-4636

North Harbor Diesel & Yacht Service

720 30th Street

Anacortes

360-293-5551

Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

521 Morris Street

La Conner

360-466-0474

Interested in becoming a member of the SBYC? Applications for membership are available on line at
www.ShelterBayYachtClub.org under Membership, or in the Shelter Bay Community Office.

olphin—September 2021 Newsletter
Shelter Bay Yacht Club
1000 Shoshone Drive
La Conner, WA 98257
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