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From the Helm—Jon Galbraith, Commodore
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Summer’s last hurrah is now upon us. We didn’t have an official yacht
club cruise during August, so many of us took to the water to find our
own adventures. We’ve filled this month’s newsletter with pictures taken
by our members as they enjoyed escapades and camaraderie throughout
recent weeks while flying the SBYC burgee. Enjoy!

We also have some business matters to attend to. After a long summer of, as author
Kenneth Grahame once put it, simply messing about in boats, it’s time to refocus on
running this club that’s nearing its 43rd birthday. Fall is a busy time for your Board of
Directors, as next year is just around the corner and there’s much to plan and prepare for.
Per our Bylaws, the upcoming October dinner serves as our club’s Annual Meeting, at
which we elect the next year’s Board of Directors and conduct any other club business as
necessary. This year, in addition to elections, we will vote on the following proposed
By-Law changes during the dinner on October 19:
Proposed 2019 changes to the SBYC By-Laws, to be voted upon at the
October Annual Meeting
Text that is (in parentheses) is to be deleted, and text that is underscored is to be added.
ARTICLE V
MEMBERSHIP, FEES AND DUES
Section 3E. ABSENTEE: A member who can no longer meet the boat tenant status or
land leaseholder/lot owner requirement for membership, but who desires to continue to
participate in club activities, may request transfer to absentee membership. Such
memberships are not eligible to vote or hold office in the Shelter Bay Yacht Club.
Absentee membership shall be subject to approval by the Board of Directors and may be
granted to only those (who have provided exemplary service to the club.) with a history of
service to the club, with the expectation that they will continue to help with and support
club activities. Absentee membership will be reviewed annually by the Board of Directors
and approved based on their continued service to the SBYC.
Explanation and Reason: When club members move away and no longer qualify
for Regular or Associate membership, they may request Absentee Membership to
remain active in the club. In recent years the Board has had difficulty evaluating the
eligibility of Absentee applicants due to the vagueness, subjectivity, and inconsistent
interpretation of the criterion “exemplary service”. The Board believes that the
proposed change, which replaces “exemplary service” with a more quantifiable
measurement, will simplify the evaluation process of potential Absentee members,
while also providing a means of re-assessing their ongoing eligibility annually. Note:
Absentee members pay the same dues as Regular and Associate members. SBYC
currently has three Absentee memberships.

Commodore—Jon Galbraith (Cont)
ARTICLE VIII
DUTIES OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
Section 5. SECRETARY: The Secretary shall keep a file record of all proceedings of the club and the Board
of Directors. The Secretary shall keep a roll of the members and a listing of the name, ownership,
dimensions, rig, and radio call letters of each vessel enrolled in the club. The Secretary shall be responsible
for filing the Annual Report of the Club with the Washington Secretary of State. The Secretary shall keep a
file of documents, records, communications and other matters connected with club business and shall perform such other duties usually incumbent upon a Secretary and those which may be authorized by the
Commodore or the Board of Directors.

Section 6. TREASURER: The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds of the club and shall give
necessary receipts for all money paid to the club and shall deposit all club monies in the bank or banks
approved by the Board of Directors in the name of SBYC. The Treasurer shall maintain such special funds
as may be authorized by the Board of Directors. Disbursement of any and all funds shall be made by the
Treasurer by direction of the Board of Directors. The Treasurer shall keep suitable books of account, make
monthly reports to the Board of Directors and to the membership. The Treasurer shall be responsible for
ensuring that annual fees are paid to the Washington Secretary of State and that any applicable tax returns
are filed with appropriate state and federal authorities, including consulting with accounting professionals to
ensure compliance with state and federal law. Additionally, the Treasurer shall be designated as the
registered agent of the Club with the Washington State Secretary of State. The Treasurer shall perform such
other duties as are usually incumbent upon a Treasurer or as may be authorized by the Board of Directors.
Explanation and Reason: The Board expended much time and effort over the past two years
reinstating our club’s non-profit status, both at the State and Federal level, after learning that our
non-profit status lapsed several years ago due to an administrative error. To prevent such a lapse from
occurring again, the official duty descriptions for Secretary and Treasurer must explicitly include the
responsibility of executing such annual legal activities necessary to ensure the club’s State and Federal
non-profit status remains active in perpetuity.
Thank you for giving these important matters their due attention. If you’ll be unable to attend the October
dinner in person, watch your email for information on how you can submit an absentee ballot. Note that, as
with any other club dinner, you’ll need to be registered to attend the October dinner in person (see the flyer
on Page 6 for details).

I’ll close with one final note. Rod Proctor, who for many years has volunteered as our club’s official
photographer, is stepping down from his post. Rod has taken hundreds of photos at our club events over
the years and his pictures have been an integral part of our annual directory, our monthly newsletters, our
website, and our history. Please join me in offering a heartfelt thank you to Rod for his years of service!

New Member Coordinator—Linda Olsson
Greetings!
What a busy summer it has been. Can you believe it is already September? We are so
fortunate to live in this beautiful area, with such good friends and neighbors. And, SBYC is
thrilled to include new members:
Stephan and Linda Shipley, Craig and Barb Bossell, Chris and Christine Wokowsky, along
with Larry and Barbara Swanson.
A hearty welcome to all of you! We are looking forward to getting to know you better, and hope you will join
us for the upcoming dinners and future events. A new member reception is in the plans for October, and I
will be in touch with all of you shortly.
Cheers,
Linda Olsson
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Vice Commodore—Ken Olsen
As the days are now noticeably getting shorter, we reflect on a summer of great boating and
Club activities. The weather has been spectacular and we have all revisited some of our
favorite anchorages, explored new locations, and spent quality time with friends and family on
the water.
Now comes the quiet season of change; in the weather, in the colors, in the texture of the air
itself. A more introspective time, a time to reflect on the astonishing privilege we have to be
here in the northwest coast under silver skies yet torn with bursts of golden sunsets. For
many of us, the best cruising is still ahead, when tranquility and tempest do battle for our attention and respect. We will see you in the Islands.

From the Clubhouse—Rear Commodore, Laurie Wishkoski
Huge thanks and great applause go to David and Jane Edgley for their great hosting of our
Friday barbecues! What a great time we all had! And David and Jane, you just made it seem
effortless. What a treat it was for all of us at the grills.
Summer is heading out the door…but we aren’t going to let it go too soon. I hope that you
are all looking forward to the last summer cruise to Sucia.
And summer may be in our rearview mirror…(I don’t think we have those on our boats) but
we are really looking forward to fall already. The Past Commodores’ dinner is coming up in
September. I hope that you have already secured your place at those tables. Dust off your flipflops and
haul out the flowered shirts. We are going to Margaritaville! Registration is still open for this dinner but
don’t delay because nearly all 100 are already spoken for! Don’t be “wastin’ away” get your party on and
register for the September Past Commodores’ Dinner.
The next dinner is in October and the hosts are those crazy Italian (?) folk, Ken and Susan Olsen. I just
can’t wait for October! The Olsens say that “The October dinner will transport us to Italy for a rustic festa in
giardino with long tables under a canopy of garden lights, where we can linger with good food, friends and
conversation. A selection of antipasta and aperativo will start the evening, followed by a savory selection of
courses and a refreshing dessert. Bring your stile Italiano and the rest will be provided.” Our “trip” to Italy
for dinner is on October 19th. Registration opens on September 22nd. Look for the flyer in this month’s
newsletter for details.

We still need volunteers for the 2020 season. The remainder of 2019 has hosts that have volunteered and
are busy getting ready. But 2020 has only one dinner spoken for. Check your calendars to see if there is a
clubhouse event that you would like to be a part of. We need volunteers for the 2020 dinners…the January
Soup Dinner has been spoken for but the February Crab Feed, the March dinner (theme of your choice), the
October and November dinners (themes of your choice) and the 2020 Commodore’s Ball are still available.
The plan is pretty straight forward. Your SBYC Bridge provides funding and supplies and also manages the
reservation and seating process. You and your team decide on a theme and a menu, come up with a budget
and have a great time! This club of ours is absolutely amazing when it comes to offering help. Even if you
have never done something like host a club event, the people in this group will be there all the way. Come
on in! The (volunteer) water is fine! You will never find a warmer group. They are always ready to throw you
a line!
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From the Charthouse—Fleet Captain, Dave Latimer
Ahoy Mates! Hard to believe, but our last cruise of the season will soon be upon us. The
Sucia Island Cruise, also known as “Sucia Rocks,” is scheduled for September 11-13 (two
nights), and will be hosted by Dale and Kim Oldis, with help from Don and Carolyn Bloye,
Bob and Mike Ellis, Jon and Debbie Galbraith, and Gregg and Laurie Wishkoski. Group
activities will include painting a mural of a Sucia sunset, rock painting, a rock skipping
contest (BYO rocks), Commodore’s cocktail hour, two breakfasts, and two dinners featuring
sloppy joes and chicken and steak fajitas. As of this writing, we have a whopping 88 club
members signed up for this cruise, so it should be quite a party!
My last major task as Fleet Captain for 2019 is to plan the cruises for 2020. Here is what we have on the
tentative schedule:

Shakedown Cruise to Anacortes – April 17-19 (2 nights)
Roche Harbor Cruise – June 7-10 (3 nights)
Commodore’s Cruise to Gulf Islands – July 8-16 (9 nights)
July 8 – Prevost Harbor, Stuart Island
July 9-10 – Port Browning
July 11-12 – Ganges
July 13-14 – Telegraph Harbor
Northbound option (for those heading north):
July 15-16 – Silva Bay
Southbound option (for those returning to the San Juans):
July 15 – Maple Bay
July 16 – Roche Harbor
End of Season Cruise to Sucia Island – September 9-11 (2 nights)
We’ll likely hold another cruise planning meeting in January to provide more details about these cruises,
and to get us all in the cruising spirit.

Passing of SBYC Members
Sadly, we lost two long-time yacht club members last month.
Whitney Hansen was recently diagnosed with cancer and passed away shortly thereafter, in his home, on
August 2nd. Whit and his wife Judy loved boating, and Whit particularly enjoyed living where he could see
his boat moored in his back yard. They joined SBYC in 2001. A memorial service for Whit will be held on
September 22 at 1:00 PM, at the Shelter Bay clubhouse, and will include a waterside military service
conducted by the Navy Honor Guard, in honor of his long and distinguished career with the U.S. Navy. Our
deepest sympathies are with Judy.
Betty Foster passed away on August 9 in the hospital, with family and friends by her side, after undergoing
surgery to address complications brought on by a sudden return of cancer. Betty was our club’s
Commodore in 2014. She and husband Jim joined SBYC in 1997 and were avid boaters; recently they
made the shift to RV cruising, joining us by land at most ports during our club cruises this summer. Betty’s funeral was held on August 16 at Sacred Heart Church in La Conner. She is greatly missed. Please
keep Jim in your thoughts and prayers.
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Mike Ellis

9/1

Michael Barclay & Ashley Sweeney 9/1/2014

Donna Swartz

9/2

Rick & Lynn Parnell

9/2/1966 53 Years

Britt-Mari Wisniewski

9/2

Gary & Cindy Ladd

9/6/1975 44 Years

Bob Ellis

9/4

Gregg & Laurie Wishkoski

9/6/1975 44 Years

Robert Glenn

9/4

Brian & Vickie Boyd

9/8/1961 58 Years

John Gifford

9/5

John & Judy Carr

9/9/1961 58 Years

Carol Lee Baker

9/6

Richard & Carol Dorton

9/12/1964 55 Years

Bill Holleman

9/7

Robert & Geraldine Harrison

9/13/1959 60 Years

Anne Lastelic

9/7

Don & Carolyn Bloye

9/21/1979 40 Years

Carol Yaw

9/8

David & Marilyn Allen

9/22/1990 29 Years

Past Commodore John Carr

9/9

Sonny & Carole Miller

9/25/2004 15 Years

9/10

Roger Wheelis & Berit Kenin

9/25/2012

Nancy Graham

9/10

Bill & Ree Murphy

9/30/1977 42 Years

Judith Rosso

9/10

Ken Lee

9/11

Lisa Versteegh

9/11

Jim Foster

9/12

Marian Roper

9/13

Janice Gates

9/17

Bernard Robinson

9/17

Commodore Jon Galbraith

9/19

Ray Maly

9/19

Richard Shepard

9/23

Steve Klein

9/25

Pat McGarry

9/25

Michelle Mark

9/26

Ron McFarlane

9/28

Past Commodore John Bratland

9/29

Violet Jesberg

9/29

Matt Mardesich

9/30

Sheila Cencak

5 Years

7 Years

2019 / 2020 CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER
11-13 CRUISE - SUCIA ISLAND
21
PAST COMMODORE’S DINNER - TERRY SIGMOND
OCTOBER
7
TRAINING
19
DINNER - KEN AND SUSAN OLSEN
NOVEMBER
4
TRAINING
16
DINNER - DAVE AND MARI LATIMER
DECEMBER
7
SWINOMOSH YACHT CLUB’S CHRISTMAS BOAT PARADE
14
COMMODORE’S BALL
JANUARY
6
TRAINING
18
SOUP DINNER
FEBRUARY
3
TRAINING
15
CRAB FEED
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SBYC Logo Items For Sale - Order Now!
Below is a list of embroidered SBYC logo items on-hand available to Club Members for
purchase at cost. Items may also be purchased from our online catalog at
sbyc.cleverkathydesigns.com. Janet Cheetham will be glad to assist you with any
questions you may have, share a catalog, and/or help you with filling out your purchase
order. You can contact Janet at cheetham@ryanlaw.com.
Items for Sale for Women & Men in variety colors: Twill Caps, Long Sleeve Denim Shirts, Sweatshirts
(hooded, zipped, crew), Short Sleeve Polo Shirts, Reversible Vests, Poplin Jacket, SBYC Burgees in three
sizes: 11.5” x 16”, 12.5" x 18.5" and 14.5" x 21.5".
The online catalog has much more for you to choose from as well. Contact Janet for current pricing and
assistance with ordering.

UPDATED RECIPROCAL PROGRAM TERMS
Are you cruising this summer? Help keep our reciprocal program alive by offering the use of your slip while
your boat is away. You will be reimbursed $15 for each night your slip is occupied by a guest’s boat. Only
slips on the lettered docks (A-J) in the Shelter Bay marina may participate (slips on private docks are not
eligible). Our ability to establish and publish a schedule of available slips is key to our program’s success.
We know that SBYC’s continued ability to offer reciprocal moorage benefits is extremely important to many
of you. Your active participation in helping administer our program is critical for this benefit to continue.
Please contact Jon Galbraith at (360) 630-5404 or jon.w.galbraith@gmail.com if you are willing to help.

SBYC 2019 OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
Commodore

Jon Galbraith

360-630-5404

Commodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Vice Commodore

Ken Olsen

425-890-9415

ViceCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Rear Commodore

Laurie Wishkoski 253-209-9474

RearCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Fleet Captain

Dave Latimer

541-350-8928

FleetCaptain@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Treasurer

Dennis Largé

206-484-8441

Treasurer@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Secretary

Susi Holleman

509-990-7222

Secretary@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Staff Commodore

Terry Sigmond

360-333-5510

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Clark Scarboro

360-466-1367

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Don Chandler

360-466-1555

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Jennifer Johnston 360-399-1124

See directory or web site for personal email
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Thank You 2019 Advertisers
Barrett Financial

1019 Q Avenue, Suite 1

Anacortes

293-6287

Compass Point Plumbing

703 Shelter Bay Drive

La Conner

360-499-2836

Edward Jones

708 East Morris Street, Suite C

La Conner

466-2933

Harbor Canvas

Oak Harbor

360-929-3421

Hellam's Vineyard

109 North 1st #101

La Conner

466-1758

La Conner Brewing Co.

117 South 1st Street

La Conner

466-1415

La Conner Landing Marine Services

541 N Third Street

La Conner

360-757-7757

La Conner Marina (Port of Skagit)

613 North 2nd

La Conner

466-3118

La Conner Maritime Services

920 West Pearle Jensen Way

La Conner

466-3629

Latitude Marine Services

18578 McGlinn Lane

La Conner

466-4905

LFS Marine & Outdoor

851 Coho Way

Bellingham

360-734-3336

Marine Detail Specialists

1415 Commercial Ave, #300

Anacortes

206-617-4930

Marine Sanitation & Supply

1900 N. Northlake way

Seattle

Maroney Marine Services

612 North Dunlap Street, Suite E

La Conner

466-4636 or 202-0909

North Harbor Diesel & Yacht Service

720 30th Street

Anacortes

293-5551

Pioneer Market

416 Morris Street

La Conner

466-0188

Preview Properties

1615 Buck Way, #A

Mt. Vernon

360-770-1516

Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

521 Morris Street

La Conner

466-0474

Tom & Jerry's Boat Center

11071 Josh Green Lane, #B-500

Mt. Vernon

Waterline Boats

2400 Westlake Ave N, Suite 1

Seattle

206-633-1110

466-9955
425-239-6385

Interested in becoming a member of the SBYC? Applications for membership are available on line at
www.ShelterBayYachtClub.org under Membership, or in the Shelter Bay Community Office.

olphin—September 2019 Newsletter
Shelter Bay Yacht Club
1000 Shoshone Drive
La Conner, WA 98257
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