olphin
From the Helm—Terry Sigmond, Commodore
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We were obsessing over the weather as usual, after all it was the
Shakedown Cruise! Some of us got there early, it rained, the wind blew,
but when it came time to rock 60’s style under the party tents in
Anacortes once again Mother Nature gave us Sun! Janet and Jack
Cheetham totally rocked the 60’s Theme to say the least. We danced on
the docks as Jim Barrett played us tunes from the 60’s!
We were visited by Sonny & Cher and a yellow submarine, courtesy of
Dave and Mari Latimer. Jon and Debbie Galbraith won the best
dressed 60’s couple with Bill and Brenda Davis coming a very close 2nd.
We now have a pet walrus! Janet and Jack had lots of help from Jennifer Johnston and
Bill Plummer, Bill and Brenda Davis and Bud and Sue Meyers who all did a fabulous
job in creating a great weekend that we all enjoyed. Thank you all! We had Alt Insurance
Group and Barrett Financial provide us with a splendid happy hour on Friday. We
learned a lot about radios and MMIS from Rob Proctor and Rob Hayes! Thank-you! We
now get it! Just buy a new VHF radio (preferably with GPS), get a new MMIS number, and
press the red button if you need help! Seriously, they gave us all very valuable
information. US Customs and Border Protection came and left us with a few helpful
hints for US Customs only. We now know there is a floating sea of limes and lemons
between here and Canada, leave your dog food in the bag or cut out the label and place the
label in the container with the dog food, but most important of all we can bring home our
bar stock of open, labeled bottles. www.cbp.gov is a great website to visit when planning
your trip to and from Canada.
Next on the Horizon is Opening Day at 2:00 pm on Saturday May 5th at the Shelter Bay
Community Center. Come join us for our Flag Raising Ceremony, Happy Hour, Auction
and Dinner!

Vice Commodore—Jon Galbraith
We’ve received so many great items for the Opening Day auction. I never cease to be
amazed at the generosity of our members. Thank you, everyone, for supporting our club!
You may have heard that something new is coming to SBYC this month: We now have our
very own private Facebook group. I’ve managed a Facebook group for another boating
club for a couple of years now, and my experience there convinced me that our club can
benefit from using Facebook as well. Facebook can be an effective (and fun) tool for
up-to-the-minute communications. Many of our club members are already using Facebook
so, after discussing the concept with the Bridge and gaining their approval, I ran a test:
Shortly before the Shakedown Cruise, I set up a private Shelter Bay Yacht Club group. I invited cruise
participants to join the group and try it out during the event. Over 25 people joined, and judging by the
number of discussions, pictures, videos, and comments that they posted during the cruise I believe the test
was successful. I presented two brief Facebook seminars during the cruise and the general consensus was
that we should move forward and invite the entire club to give it a try, so here goes. If you already have a
Facebook account, and you’d like to join SBYC’s Facebook group, follow these steps:
•
•
•

Click this link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShelterBayYachtClub (or log into Facebook and
search for “Shelter Bay Yacht Club’s Facebook Group”).
You’ll see our group's page. Next to the picture of the Rainbow Bridge, click on the button that says
"Join Group".
I'll get a message letting me know that you've asked to join. As soon as I see the message I'll approve
your request and you'll be in. Our group works just like the rest of Facebook, except that only SBYC
members can see what happens in our group. It’s invisible to all other Facebook users.

If you're not a Facebook user and you click the link above, you’ll be asked set up an account before you can
join. If you're leery of signing up with Facebook, that’s fine. Facebook use within our club is completely
optional — the Dolphin will continue to be our primary means of communication and nothing else is
changing or going away. I’ll present a training session or two this fall for people who want to learn how to
safely and securely use our Facebook group.
I hope to see you at Opening Day, and out on the water shortly after that!

From the Clubhouse—Rear Commodore, Ken Olsen
On May 5th we formally open our boating season with our Opening Day festivities,
beginning with the Flag Ceremony at 2:00. The beer/wine garden opens at 3:00, as does the
silent auction and raffle. At 5:30, back by popular demand, this year's dinner will again be
catered by Gere-a-Deli, and wine will be provided with your meal. Registration for the
dinner closed on April 30th; if you missed your chance to sign up, email or call me at
(425 890 9415) to be added to the waitlist. As always, the silent auction will offer a wide
variety of interesting and useful item on which to bid. This year we will be adding a select
number of "premium" items for your bidding pleasure in a live auction at the dinner. This promises to be a
highly anticipated event, with keen competition for memorable items and experiences. Remember, all
proceeds go to support your club activities.
We have a great crew helping us, and I'd like to offer a huge thank you in advance to everyone who
answered the call for help in last month's Dolphin. The level of camaraderie and volunteerism in our club
never ceases to amaze me, and everyone is really looking forward this event.
See you at Opening Day!
2

From the Charthouse—Fleet Captain, Bill Davis
Ahoy Mates! I hope you enjoyed the Shakedown Cruise as much as Brenda and I did. Jack
and Janet Cheetham and their crew did a fantastic job, and the "Back to the 60s" theme
was carried out with great enthusiasm at the Saturday night dinner-dance. Lots of people
dressed up in 1960s attire, and we had none other than the great, "Wolfman Jack Barrett"
as our disc jockey! If you haven't looked at the new Shelter Bay Yacht Club Facebook page
yet, you need to check it out and see all the photos, including pictures with the Latimer's
yellow submarine! Many thanks to Vice Commodore Jon Galbraith, for setting up our
Facebook page!
Next up is Opening Day, the events of which are described elsewhere, so I won't repeat them here, but
quickly following Opening Day is the Vice Commodore's Cruise that this year has a competitive theme, "Sail
vs Power Olympics". In addition to social functions, there will be contests between teams of sailors and
power boaters in games that do not require much athletic skill, but will be fun to watch, and rumor has it
that it will be possible to bet on the outcome of each event! The Vice Commodore's Cruise will begin at Lopez
Island Resort in Fisherman's Bay on June 8th. On June 10th the fleet will sail to Roche Harbor for more fun
and Sail vs Power competition, and then on June 12th the fleet will move to Deer Harbor where the last
events of the competition will be held and there will be Awards and Celebrations. Finally, those who are not
ready to head home on June 14th are welcome to join several of us who plan to anchor out in Prevost Harbor
at Stuart Island.
Members are encouraged to attend each of the ports of call, but if your schedule does not allow that, please
feel free to rendezvous with us and join the fun at the ports that you can attend. Registration for each port
will be available on the SBYC website on May 6th.

Yours at anchor, Bill Davis

New Member Coordinator—Connie Cobb
What a pleasure to come home to sunshine and flowers everywhere. What's not to love
about Shelter Bay and our surrounding communities?
Please help me welcome the latest new members to SBYC:
Todd and Mo Olason are owners of the Sea Ray Nehalennia moored on E dock. They are
avid, passionate boaters, anxious to meet more boating friends here in SB.
Dennis and Sheryl Martin attended a recent clubhouse dinner as guests and had so much fun laughing
and dancing they decided to join. Next step is buying the boat…
Wes Brandt is recently purchased the former Haas home. He has a Newell powerboat named Crabby,
sounds like a message. His boat is moored on D dock.
Tony and Carolyn Wilson are new neighbors on Kalispell. They have a Ranger Tug, Tangaroa, moored at
home. Longtime boaters, both power and sail. They also enjoy horseback trail riding.
Barney and Tammi Loucks can be found on Shoshone. They are keeping their Whaler on D dock. Their
varied interests include fishing, cooking and dogs.
A Big Welcome to all from your new Shelter Bay Yacht Club friends. We look forward to many friendships
and boating and social fun.

3

Directory Correction
Regretfully, Bill and Susi Holleman’s entry in the 2018
Directory contained several errors. Here is their correct
information — please update your copy of the Directory:
Holleman, Bill & Secretary Susi (2016)
783 Lillooet Ct, LaConner, WA 98257-9610
Cells: Bill (509) 994-4951, Susi (509) 990-7222
Email: sliknshrty@gmail.com, Susi sholleman6@gmail.com
SAFFIER..28’ MacGregor - Sail

SBYC Logo Items For Sale
The Ships Store has added additional method for ordering items with our special SBYC logos.
Kathy Felker of Clever Kathy Designs in La Conner recommends our members order directly from her
using her website. Go to her website www.cleverkathydesigns.com and then click the La Conner local tab.
You will find a special link sbyc.cleverkathydesigns.com where all items can be viewed. There will be a
sizing chart and sample logos to choose from. She can also add your name or your boat name if desired.
If you have any questions, please contact Janet Cheetham at cheetham@ryanlaw.com, or contact Kathy at
425-301-2528 or cleverkathy@gmail.com. It will only take about 2 weeks for your order.
Members will also be able to purchase items by using the regular order form if they do not wish to purchase
from Kathy’s website.
The following items all have the SBYC logo embroidered on them. They are available to Club Members at
cost: Twill Caps, Variety of Colors; Long Sleeve Denim Shirts in Women’s and Men’s sizes; Sweatshirts,
Variety of Colors, Ribbed or Open Bottom (This can be ordered); Short Sleeve Polo Shirts, Women’s and
Men’s Sizes, Variety of Colors; Reversible Vest, Variety of Colors; Poplin Jacket, Variety of Colors; SBYC
Burgees 12” x 18”; SBYC Burgees 14” x 20”; SBYC Dinghy Burgees 10” x 15”. Contact Janet for current
pricing.

SBYC 2018 OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
Commodore

Terry Sigmond

360-333-5510

Commodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Vice Commodore

Jon Galbraith

360-630-5404

ViceCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Rear Commodore

Ken Olsen

425-890-9415

RearCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Fleet Captain

Bill Davis

206-409-2970

FleetCaptain@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Treasurer

Shelia Cencak

425-299-5557

Treasurer@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Secretary

Susi Holleman

509-990-7222

Secretary@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Staff Commodore

Jim Barrett

360-466-3027

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Clark Scarboro

360-466-1367

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Bill Plummer

360-399-1124

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Don Chandler

360-466-1555

See directory or web site for personal email
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Anchorage of the Month: Havannah Channel—Don Bloye
When we head north each summer we always need to endure a short cruise up the Johnstone Strait. Our
approach is usually entering from Sunderland Channel, having spent the previous night anchored in
Forward Harbour. That gives us approximately thirteen miles before we can enter Havannah Channel on the
north, out of the wind, waves, currents and other demons lurking out there. Don’t get me wrong because we
have been pushed westward to the Broken Islands, gliding smoothly with favorable tides and sunny, warm
weather on many occasions. Conditions have been messy often enough, though, that we never get
complacent! If you take the route past Campbell River and Discovery Channel you need to expect more open
water and possibly winds, tide directions and strengths only understood by ancient mariners and tugboat
captains, and distances great enough that tide changes will occur during your trip.
Once safely inside Havannah Channel, you are presented with a number of anchorages to choose from, some
better than others. The most notable anchorage in this vicinity is at approximately 50o 34.070’N,
126o 16.290’W, just off Port Harvey Marina, great for crabbing and well protected. This is nearly due north
once you round the Broken Islands. We have anchored here but I personally prefer to call George or Gail at
the marina and make arrangements to tie up for the evening. You will not regret this stay. Power and water
are scarce but personality and dining are great. There’s a slight difference on the usual Happy Hour at the
marina. You have a choice of pizzas for dinner but don’t forget to order “sticky buns” freshly made each
morning. We order extras as they are great for the next couple mornings with your morning coffee! While
you’re here you will want to drop a crab trap in the bay and even take a hike. One of the hikes is just
around the north side of the bay. The other is more adventuresome. If you’re in berry season, you’re also in
mosquito and Black Bear season so prepare accordingly…
If weather is an issue as you arrive at Havannah Channel
(either coming or going), you may want to drop a
temporary anchor in Open Cove located just before
entering the Port Harvey inlet. This is not recommended
for an overnight so anchor with caution. We have used it
as a lunch stop.
Other than the marina, our favorite anchorage is at
Matilpi IR, between Indian Islands and the mainland at
approximately 50o 33.538’N, 126o 11.324’W, just off the
shell midden. Currents do run through this area so give
your vessel plenty of swing space. There are a number of
rocks and reefs in the southern part of the anchorage that
also call for caution. On one stay we experienced a
not-too-fun time when the motor in our power windless
burned up and the all-chain rode had to be pulled by hand; of course, I was younger then.
If you’re heading northward from here and need to navigate Chatham Channel to reach your destination,
understand the position and direction of the tides. We prefer to enter Chatham Channel at Root Point just
after low tide — for two reasons. Firstly, the current will push you all the way to Minstrel Island for economy
and also, if this tide happens to be a morning tide, you have a good chance of spotting Black Bears on the
western shore turning over small boulders in search of crabs and eels for breakfast! There’s no guarantee
but last time through the channel we followed a mother Black Bear and her two small cubs: a real treat.
Looking at your Canadian Chart #3545 you can see that this channel is narrow, so you are up close and
personal with the wildlife and kelp here. The guide books of this area make transiting Chatham Channel
sound like a big navigational deal. Go by the suggestions of aligning the markers to keep you in the center
of the channel. Second time through, watch the sounder and have a delightful trip.
Nearly the entire Havannah Channel is off limits for fishing, according to page 70 of the Rockfish
Conservation Area Book of 2007. Page 70 is in the book I have, but you can Google “B.C. Rockfish
Conservation Areas” and download your own copy.
As you head north this season, give Havannah Channel a try. We have seen Black Bear in numerous places
here and the area is quite interesting. We have not yet tried Call Inlet in the northeast end of the channel
but we hear it is quite steep — to much for anchoring but beautiful, nonetheless. Enjoy.
Don and Carolyn Bloye, M.V. Island Spirit
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Training Coordinator—Jack Cheetham
The Everett Power Squadron is scheduled to perform the USCG vessel Safety Inspections
on June 2nd. Members will need to muster at the Shelter Bay Picnic shelter at 9:30 AM to
schedule a time for your inspections that day. The Everett Power Squadron provides
multiple inspectors depending on number of sign-ups. It is important that you contact
me and get your name on the roster. The Power Squadron needs this information for
coordination.
This is the last scheduled training event for spring and summer this year. If you want to
volunteer to present or have a topic suggestion for this fall, please give me a call at
(206) 396-3986 or e-mail at jackcheetham5@gmail.com.

RECIPROCAL PROGRAM TERMS
Shelter Bay Marina is allowing the Yacht Club to use slip E 20 on the south side of the new dock, on a first
come first served basis for our Reciprocal Program. We pay a small fee to the Marina for each use of this
slip. In addition, we would like to be able to offer Yacht Club members’ slips in the main and division 5
marinas during the summer months. The Board approved payment of $15/day for use of your slip while
you are away. Please contact Kendra at 466-3805 in the Community Office to list your slip. We will be
working with the Community to make sure our Marina and Yacht Club are a welcoming site for reciprocal
visitors.
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Cory Dodd
Sheryl Martin
Geraldine Harrison
Robert Doupe'
Past Commodore Murray Laidley
Bill McCall
Past Commodore Roland Miller
Siegrid Oberg
Marie Phipps
Neil Brosnan
Ted Taylor
Past Commodore Linda Barrett
Kathleen Brosnan
Steve Sanders
Dale Henley
Elizabeth Mahoney
Past Commodore Vanessa Finch
Kathleen Harradine
Bob McDaniels
Bob Taylor
Christine Opitz
Tom Rosadiuk
Rod Proctor
Janet Cheetham
Claus Dassel
Sue Myers
Patricia Kostanich
Melvin Larsen
Dale Oldis
Turid Dassel
Berndt Oberg
Gregg Wishkoski
John Bennett
Dan McCaughan

05/02
05/02
05/03
05/04
05/04
05/04
05/05
05/05
05/08
05/09
05/09
05/10
05/10
05/10
05/11
05/11
05/12
05/12
05/13
05/15
05/18
05/22
05/23
05/25
05/25
05/25
05/26
05/28
05/28
05/29
05/30
05/30
05/31
05/31

WC & Lora Harvey
Claus & Turid Dassel
Jon & Debbie Galbraith
Robert & Nancy Glenn
Dan Niven & Elizabeth Mahoney
Doug & Patti Snider
Steve & Diana Klein
Jim & Betty Foster
Dennis & Lisa Versteegh
Jim Cushman & Jana Vanatova
Dale Henley & Nancy Graham

5 /2 /1987
5 /4 /1967
5 /8 /1993
5 /11/1973
5 /11/2002
5 /14/2016
5 /17/1975
5 /24/1969
5 /28/2016
5 /30/2016
5 /30/1981

31 Years
51 Years
25 Years
45 Years
16 Years
2 Years
43 Years
49 Years
2 Years
2 Years
37 Years

2018 CALENDAR
MAY
5TH

OPENING DAY

JUNE
2ND USCG SAFETY INSPECTION AT 9:30
8-14 VICE COMMODORE’S CRUISE, SAN JUAN ISLANDS
22
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ
JULY
11-17 COMMODORE’S CRUISE, CANADA
27
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ
AUGUST
24
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ
SEPTEMBER
5,6
SUCIA CRUISE
22
PAST COMMODORE’S DINNER, BARRETTS AND PAST
COMMODORES
OCTOBER
1ST TRAINING
20TH DINNER—“OKTOBERFEST” - JON AND DEBBIE GALBRAITH
NOVEMBER
5TH TRAINING
17
DINNER—“CHILI COOK OFF” - CLAUS AND TURID DASSEL
DECEMBER
1ST COMMODORE’S BALL
7TH COMMODORE’S APPRECIATION SOCIAL
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Thank You 2018 Advertisers
Barrett Financial

1019 Q Avenue, Suite 1

Anacortes

293-6287

Compass Point Plumbing

703 Shelter Bay Drive

La Conner

360-499-2836

Edward Jones

708 East Morris Street, Suite C

La Conner

466-2933

Harbor Canvas

Coupeville

929-3421

Hellam's Vineyard

109 North 1st #101

La Conner

466-1758

La Conner Brewing Co.

117 South 1st Street

La Conner

466-1415

La Conner Landing Marine Services

541 N Third Street

La Conner

360-757-7757

La Conner Marina (Port of Skagit)

613 North 2nd

La Conner

466-3118

La Conner Maritime Services

920 West Pearle Jensen Way

La Conner

466-3629

Latitude Marine Services

18578 McGlinn Lane

La Conner

466-4905

LFS Marine & Outdoor

851 Coho Way

Bellingham

360-734-3336

Marine Sanitation & Supply

1900 N. Northlake way

Seattle

206-633-1110

Maroney Marine Services

612 North Dunlap Street, Suite E

La Conner

466-4636 or 202-0909

North Harbor Diesel & Yacht Service

720 30th Street

Anacortes

293-5551

Pioneer Market

416 Morris Street

La Conner

466-0188

La Conner

360-770-1516
466-0474

Preview Properties
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

623 East Morris Street

La Conner

Tom & Jerry's Boat Center

11071 Josh Green Lane, #B-500

Mt. Vernon

Waterline Boats

Everett

466-9955
425-239-6385

Interested in becoming a member of the SBYC? Applications for membership are available on line at
www.ShelterBayYachtClub.org under Membership, or in the Shelter Bay Community Office.

olphin—May 2018 Newsletter
Shelter Bay Yacht Club
1000 Shoshone Drive
La Conner, WA 98257
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