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The 2020 Crab Feed was a spectacular success!
Thanks to Gail and Bruce Romero's planning
efforts, we were able to accommodate a record 130
hungry guests to help devour 330 pounds of crab!
The accompaniments of cole slaw, cornbread,
drawn butter, beer and wine loaded the tables to
overflowing as everybody got busy bustin' crab.
As part of the Club's effort to reduce its waste
footprint, we inaugurated the new tableware of Corelle plates; proper
forks, knives and spoons; and glasses and goblets for beverages. By
all accounts, members are very pleased not to be eating with weak,
ineffective and disposable utensils. It puts a bit of a burden on the
clean up crew, but radically cuts our waste, and elevates our dining
experience.
The Crab Crew put on a stellar performance. Thanks to Bruce and Gail Romero,
Honorary Crab Captain Buffy Scott, and the entire Crew: WC Harvey, Linda Olsson,
Brenda Davis, Bud and Sue Myers, Jennifer Johnston and Bill Plummer, Connie Cobb,
Anne Hays, and Susan Olsen. Your dedicated Crab Servers were Mike Kusilek, Dale
Freidig, Rob Hays, Gregg Wishkoski, Dale Oldis, Bob Harrington, Bill McCall, Jack
Cheetham, Bud Myers, Bill Plummer, Ken Olsen, and Bruce Romero.
We understand that the leadership for next years' Crab Feed is already in place, and that
many of the above crew will return for more abuse. If you would like to join in the frivolity,
and wear the honorary Crab Cap, please contact Gail Romero as soon as possible.
On March 2 at 6:30, our Training Coordinator Peter Volum will introduce Jim Barrett
who will give a refresher on Rules of the Road. It’s always a good idea to revisit this topic at
the beginning of the season so that we remain incident-free during our cruising season.
Also, the March 21 dinner will be a celebration of Primavera d'Italia. Registration is now
open for this event. It will fill up fast, so get you name in as soon as possible. The event
flyer and menu can be seen on Page 7 of this months' Dolphin.

Vice Commodore
The Vice Commodore position is currently unfilled, so Commodore Ken Olsen and Staff Commodore Jon
Galbraith will chime in here with articles of interest to our members.
We are pleased to present our club’s operating
budget for 2020, approved by the board last
month. You’ll note that we plan to operate at
a loss of $1,694 this year, largely due to a
temporary increase in Office Supplies and
Galley Supplies expenditures this year
(discussed in detail below) which will result in
long-term financial savings going forward.
Thanks to SBYC operating under budget in
recent years, we have cash on hand to absorb
this loss without negative financial impact.

2020 Adopted Budget
Income
Membership Dues (150 at $80, 16 new prorated)

12,640

Initiation Fees (16 new members at $100)

1,600

Directory (ad revenue less printing expense)

1,000

Interest Income

15

Opening Day (auction/raffle proceeds less expenses)

4,000

Total Net Income 19,255
Expenses

Cruising Events
4,300
In our on-going efforts to reduce waste, we
have purchased plates, cutlery, and glasses
7 Clubhouse Dinners, BBQs, Training Programs
4,300
for dinner use in order to reduce our reliance Commodore's Ball
1,800
on paper and disposables. We expect to see
Rental for Storage Container, Clubhouse Cleaning
1,384
savings on the balance sheet as we no longer
Office
Supplies,
Galley
Supplies
3,050
purchase plastic and paper and no longer pay
Dolphin Production
500
caterers to use their table service. These
savings can either reduce dinner prices or
Postage for Dolphin, Directory, Dues Invoices
650
increase food quality and variety, as the
Website
540
dinner host desires. We are working with
Insurance
2,000
Shelter Bay Community to solve the
1,475
clubhouse dishwasher issue, and expect that Miscellaneous Operating Expenses
to be finalized by the fall dinner season. Of
Name Tags, Ship Stores, RBAW, Reciprocal Moorage
950
course, the dinner hosts are free to choose
Total Net Expenses 20,949
how to present the dinner. For instance, the
Net Operating Loss -1,694
annual Soup Dinner will still be very informal,
with paper soup cups, since they work very well for this event.

The Bridge has also discussed the idea of returning to a BYOB formula for dinner beverages. The issue is
that having the dinner hosts supply the wine for meals puts a great burden on the hosts' budget, and
frequently results in lesser quality wine being served in order to keep the overall dinner cost below $30.
Further, there are members who do not drink wine who end up subsidizing those who do. A more equitable
arrangement would be that (as in the past) everyone brings their own favorite beverage. If you want to have a
$40 bottle of wine, have at it; if you prefer beer, gin, ginger ale, or sparkling water it's your choice. No
disappointments and no stress on the host to meet the wide variety of tastes on a shoestring budget. This
idea met with great approval when announced at the Crab Feed, so we will implement it for the fall season.
We are also in negotiations with Shelter Bay Community to make use of an additional storage room at the
clubhouse so that event set up and storage is less of a panic. Our existing storage locker is overwhelmed
with equipment, resulting in less than optimal storage and access for dinner hosts. We expect to nearly
double our shelving capacity, making organization and storage much more streamlined.
In closing, here’s a huge thank you to Sherry Granner who has taken over as Club Photographer for our
dinner events. Her pictures are featured here and graced the January Dolphin as well. Great job, Sherry!
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From the Clubhouse—Rear Commodore, Gail Romero
Well, another February has come and gone, another snowmageddon has threatened our
peaceful existence BUT failed to take us down! We welcomed Valentine’s Day and the CRAB
FEED with open arms and loosened belts, and now it’s time to think about Spring… and get
ready to enjoy the upcoming March dinner – Primavera d’Italia – registration is now open so
go online soon and save your spot!!! Registration closes in just a few short weeks! Your hosts
this month will be Commodore Ken and Susan Olsen along with their inimitable Italian
crew.
HOME PORT NEWS AND NOTES:
• New Dishes: With the new service ware – NO MORE PAPER PLATES AND PLASTIC FORKS – we had a
new group of dedicated members who took home plates, silverware and glasses for washing. It takes a bit
more effort from our volunteers, but the results are nicer table settings and less plastic in our environment!
• PayPal: We continue to encourage using PayPal to pay for your events – it is an incredibly easy way to
pay and saves a lot of time and effort for our volunteers and dinner hosts.
• New members are now being highlighted at the home port dinners – this month the Plummer/
Johnston table won a special lemon cake for having the newest members Mike and Cindy Shannon! We
will announce who gets the prize for March next month – hope you can find the newest member who has
been with us for around six months – ask around! Your table will benefit!!!
• Dietary Restrictions: As more and more of us are becoming aware of food intolerances or allergies we
are listening to our members! To that end we are attempting to offer menu alternatives for those who are
Gluten Free or Vegan (no egg or dairy). We cannot ensure that there are zero contaminants as we are not a
GF or Vegan facility, but we are attempting to make it easier for everyone to enjoy our events without
complications. So – let us know if you need alternative options for your meal and we will attempt to include
you in our meal preparations. Limited supplies will be offered whenever possible so plan ahead!
• Opening Day: As mentioned in our last newsletter the planning is moving along quickly to be ready for
Opening Day and Debbie Galbraith is our Captain – if you have the desire to volunteer please connect with
her so she can get you on the list. The auction is being managed by our own Past Commodore Jon
Galbraith so if you haven’t already thought about donating something or want some ideas – he is the man to
speak with!

Passing of SBYC Members
Sadly, we lost three long-time yacht club members in the past several weeks.
Jan O’Leary passed away in Anacortes on January 24. She was an Honorary member of SBYC from 2007
until moving away from Shelter Bay in 2014. Jan is remembered as a talented pianist and entertainer who
performed at many a yacht club dinner.
Dale Henley passed away on February 14. Dale and wife Nancy Graham joined SBYC in 2013. Dale was
President and CEO of Haggen Foods for over 14 years and was passionate about boating in the Pacific
Northwest.
Joyce Nagel passed away on February 22. Joyce was a Charter Member of SBYC, having joined when our
club was founded in 1977; she also served as our club’s first secretary. The SBYC Board conferred
Honorary membership on Joyce in 1999 for “service of particular distinction to the yacht club.”
Our deepest condolences go out to each of their family and friends.
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From the Charthouse—Fleet Captain, Vanessa Finch
Ahoy SBYCers! Guess who’s enjoying late winter cruising aboard her just-acquired boat?
And by “cruising” I mostly mean docking practice. If you see a little Grand Banks 32 making
slow spins around the marina - give me a wave. The transom currently reads “Polar Star” but
we’ll be renaming her “JOY” in the near future.
Many thanks to the members listed below IN BOLD who are hosting this season’s cruises.
We’re looking for just one more group of volunteers who’d like to take on the end-of-season
cruise to Sucia. It’s a FUN port to host & I’ll happily serve on the port team with you.
Our cruising season gets off to an excellent start with the Laidley team at Cap Sante Marina in Anacortes the
weekend of April 17 - 19. Val & Murray have planned a hosted happy hour on Friday, a variety of training
seminars on Saturday and enough dock activities to meet every cruiser’s fun-loving needs. Cruise
registration will be announced shortly - watch your email box for an announcement
April 17 - 19 Shakedown Cruise, Anacortes: Valerie & Murray Laidley
May 12 - 15 SBYC Work Party, Sucia: Mari & Dave Latimer
June 7 - 10 Roche Harbor: Gail & Bruce Romero
July 7 - 16 Commodore’s Cruise in the Gulf Islands, BC
July 7 – Pre-cruise un-hosted gathering at Prevost Harbor, Stuart Island
July 8-9 – Port Browning, Pender Island: Nadine & Larry Lien
July 10-11 – Ganges Harbor, Salt Spring Island: Susan & Ken Olsen
July 12-14 – Telegraph Harbor, Thetis Island: Debbie & Jon Galbraith
July 15-16 – Genoa Bay, Vancouver Island: Brenda & Bill Davis
The port of Silva Bay will welcome any SBYCer heading north from Telegraph Bay. However that port
will not be hosted by SBYC due to limited numbers. Call Lisa @ 250-247-8662 for marina reservations.
Sept 9 - 11 End of Season Cruise - Sucia: Hosts needed
Wishing you each a safe, healthy & happy time afloat or ashore wherever March finds you.

Calling All Opening Day Auction Donors!
It’s time to think about what items you’d be willing to donate for the raffle, silent auction, and live auction
at this year’s SBYC Opening Day Celebration. The fundraising revenue generated by your donations is the
main reason SBYC is able to offer our amazing clubhouse dinners, cruises, summer barbecues, and
training events throughout the year, while still holding our annual dues at the same level they’ve been since
2012. Best of all, the raffle and auctions are part of what makes Opening Day such a fun event. Jon
Galbraith will be collecting donations during March and April. Popular items in past years have been
in-home hosted dinner parties, gift certificates to local establishments, hand-crafted artwork, custom gift
baskets, getaways at vacation properties, and boating-related parts and services. Also, if you have a special
skill (i.e. pie-making, computer support, boat repair/maintenance, etc.) consider offering a gift certificate for
your time and expertise. Contact Jon at (360) 630-5404 or jon.w.galbraith@gmail.com if you have
something to contribute or if you have questions. Jon will be happy to pick up and store your items prior to
the auction!
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Matt Mardesich & Kinsey Jackson

3/4/2017

3 Years

Chris & Darlene Dailey

3/7/1981 39 Years

David & Mari Latimer

3/14/1998 22 Years

Jerry & Carolyn Morris

3/28/1987 33 Years

2020 CALENDAR

Maddy de Give

3/1

Dale Zinser

3/4

Michael Silhan

3/5

Keri Palasz

3/6

Connie Cobb

3/7

Annette Ferguson

3/8

WC Harvey

3/8

Joan Scarboro

3/8

Past Commodore Wayne Bradford

3/9

Randi Freidig

3/9

Mona Reynolds

3/9

Keith Christenson

3/10

Dee Ihrig

3/14

Roger Riediger

3/15

Alan Gee

3/16

Pat Cushman

3/17

Lynn Ries

3/18

Past Commodore Tom Ihrig

3/21

Barbara Swanson

3/21

Lynn Parnell

3/28

Kristin Johanson

3/29

Susi Holleman

3/30

MARCH
2
TRAINING - RULES OF THE ROAD - JIM BARRETT
21
DINNER - KEN & SUSAN OLSEN
APRIL
4
17-19

FIRE EXTINGUISHER CERTIFICATION
SHAKEDOWN CRUISE

MAY
2
4
12-14

OPENING DAY
TRAINING - TBD
SUCIA ISLAND WORK PARTY CRUISE

JUNE
6
7-10
26

USCG SAFETY INSPECTIONS
CRUISE - ROCHE HARBOR
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ - MARK & CHRISTINA STEPHENS

JULY
8-16
31

COMMODORE’S CRUISE - GULF ISLANDS
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ - MARK & CHRISTINA STEPHENS

AUGUST
28
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ - MARK & CHRISTINA STEPHENS
SEPTEMBER
9-11
CRUISE - SUCIA ISLAND
19
PAST COMMODORES’ DINNER - GALBRAITHS
OCTOBER
5
TRAINING
17
DINNER - TOM & TERRY SIGMOND
NOVEMBER
2
TRAINING
21
DINNER - DAVE & MARI LATIMER
DECEMBER
5
COMMODORE’S BALL
12
CHRISTMAS BOAT PARADE W/SWINOMISH YACHT CLUB
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Training Coordinator—Peter Volum
During February’s “Knots with a Twist” training session, SBYC’s Bruce Romero provided an
enjoyable and informative presentation that included demonstrations and hands-on training for
13 member attendees. Included were the Bowline, Cleat Hitch, Sheet Bend, Half Hitches, Taut
Line and Figure of Eight knots as well as line handling techniques such as tossing (to a man
overboard) and proper coiling to avoid tangles. Thank you Bruce for a job well done!
As a follow-up, Bruce will evaluate the knots on the boats docked at our April Shakedown
Cruise in Anacortes, so bring your best “knot game” to the shakedown. If you weren’t able to make the
training presentation, you might want to brush-up on techniques by visiting: https://
www.animatedknots.com/boating-knots.
This month:
“Rules of the Road: What you really need to know", will be presented on Monday March 2nd at
6:30pm in the clubhouse by SBYC’s Jim Barrett.
The Rules of the Road can be unbelievably boring, but what you really need to know to boat safely in our
waters will be more interesting – with just what you need to do to stay safe and enjoy your time on the
water. Bring your stories of misadventures that you have encountered.
Cookies and coffee (and possibly beer and wine too) will be served.
Near future:
April 4th – Fire Extinguisher Certification (Pacific Rim Fire).
April 18th – (at the Shakedown Cruise) “Anchoring Techniques” (by Jack McKenzie).
May 4th – To be determined.
June 6th – USCG Safety Inspections (courtesy of Power Squadron).
Many thanks to all who voted on future training topics on the SBYC poll and to those who sent additional
suggestions by email. Of the 11 topics on the poll, these three topics received the most votes:
- Maintenance (What to check, how to maintain it, annual must-do schedules) 18%
- Swinomish Tribe Fishermen Talk 18%
- Sea Tow Presentation (What mistakes do rescue companies most often encounter) 14%
One or more of these topics will be scheduled for May 4th and/or future open training dates once
arrangements have been made.
The new topic suggestions received from members will be included in a future poll so all members can vote
on them.

If you have any other topic suggestions, call me at: (305) 562-3594 or send an email to: pv@innomm.com

SBYC RECIPROCAL PROGRAM
We’ll continue to refine and improve our reciprocal program during the fall and winter as we look towards
next summer’s cruising season. You can help by offering the use of your slip while your boat is away. You
will be reimbursed $15 for each night your slip is occupied by a guest’s boat. Only slips on the lettered
docks (A-J) in the Shelter Bay marina may participate (slips on private docks are not eligible).
We know that SBYC’s continued ability to offer reciprocal moorage benefits is extremely important to many
of you. Your active participation in helping ensure we have slips to offer our guests is critical for this
benefit to continue. Please contact Reciprocal Coordinator Jon Galbraith at (360) 630-5404 or
jon.w.galbraith@gmail.com if you would like more information.
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SBYC Logo Items For Sale - Order Now!
Below is a list of embroidered SBYC logo items on-hand available to Club Members for
purchase at cost. Items may also be purchased from our online catalog at
sbyc.cleverkathydesigns.com. Janet Cheetham will be glad to assist you with any
questions you may have, share a catalog, and/or help you with filling out your purchase
order. You can contact Janet at cheetham@ryanlaw.com.
Items for Sale for Women & Men in a variety of colors: Twill Caps, Long Sleeve Denim Shirts,
Sweatshirts (hooded, zipped, crew), Short Sleeve Polo Shirts, Reversible Vests, Poplin Jacket, and SBYC
Burgees in three sizes: 10” x 15”, 12" x 18" and 14" x 21".
The online catalog has much more for you to choose from as well. Contact Janet for current pricing and
assistance with ordering.

SBYC 2020 OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
Commodore

Ken Olsen

425-890-9415

Commodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Vice Commodore

(Vacant)

Rear Commodore

Gail Romero

206-356-0489

RearCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Fleet Captain

Vanessa Finch

360-941-4141

FleetCaptain@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Treasurer

Dennis Largé

206-484-8441

Treasurer@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Secretary

Sherry Granner

405-312-9916

Secretary@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Staff Commodore

Jon Galbraith

360-630-5404

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Don Chandler

360-466-1555

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Jennifer Johnston 360-399-1124

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Larry Lien

See directory or web site for personal email

ViceCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

360-631-1880
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Thank You 2020 Advertisers
Barrett Financial

1809 Commercial Ave, Suite 100

Anacortes

360-293-6287

Compass Point Plumbing

703 Shelter Bay Drive

La Conner

360-499-2836

Edward Jones

708 East Morris Street, Suite C

La Conner

360-466-2933

Harbor Canvas

611 Olympic View Dr

Coupeville

360-929-3421

Hellam's Vineyard

109 North 1st #101

La Conner

360-466-1758

La Conner Brewing Co.

117 South 1st Street

La Conner

360-466-1415

La Conner Landing Marine Services

541 N Third Street

La Conner

360-757-7757

La Conner Marina (Port of Skagit)

613 North 2nd

La Conner

360-466-3118

La Conner Maritime Services

920 West Pearle Jensen Way

La Conner

360-466-3629

Latitude Marine Services

18578 McGlinn Lane

La Conner

360-466-4905

LFS Marine & Outdoor

851 Coho Way

Bellingham

360-734-3336

Marine Sanitation & Supply

1900 N. Northlake way

Seattle

206-633-1110

Maroney Marine Services

612 North Dunlap Street, Suite E

La Conner

360-466-4636

North Harbor Diesel & Yacht Service

720 30th Street

Anacortes

360-293-5551

Pioneer Market

416 Morris Street

La Conner

360-466-0188

Preview Properties

1615 Buck Way, #A

Mt. Vernon

360-770-1516

Seeds Bistro & Bar

623 Morris St

La Conner

360-466-3280

Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

521 Morris Street

La Conner

360-466-0474

Tom & Jerry's Boat Center

11071 Josh Green Lane, #B-500

Mt. Vernon

360-466-9955

Interested in becoming a member of the SBYC? Applications for membership are available on line at
www.ShelterBayYachtClub.org under Membership, or in the Shelter Bay Community Office.

olphin—March 2020 Newsletter
Shelter Bay Yacht Club
1000 Shoshone Drive
La Conner, WA 98257
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