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The Bridge felt it was very important to maintain continuity with our destination hosts, the
marinas, parks and resorts with whom we have had a long relationship, and with whom
we intend to partner going forward. We also feel that we can offer contact-limited, selfdirected, cruising events to our members so that they can continue to enjoy their boats,
the magnificent seascape in which we live, and each others' company on the water. To
this end Fleet Captain Vanessa has established a cruising program for the year that offers
a variety of cruising destinations and styles that is responsive to the situation in which we
find ourselves. Please read her article below, and join us on the water.
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As you are undoubtedly aware, the Covid situation is not improving. In
surveying the information available to us now, it is quite clear that at a
minimum we will not be able to host clubhouse events through the
second quarter of 2021, that is to say June. I know this is not welcome
news. However, there is currently simply no responsible basis for
thinking otherwise. Therefore, in a virtual meeting of the SBYC Bridge it
was decided to suspend all clubhouse activities until June 2021. We will
of course monitor the situation closely, and if anything changes that
would allow us to open up we will do so.

As we have stated in this space in the past, the current 2020 Bridge will continue to lead
the Club as we make our way through this challenging time. We are engaged in
formulating a workable format for Club leadership that we hope to have in place by midyear. We are also planning a virtual Membership meeting during the Month of December
in order that Members can give direction to the Bridge on a couple of issues. This meeting
will serve as our club’s 2020 Annual Meeting, which would have been held back in
October had this been a normal year. We will broadcast further information to members
when it becomes available.
In the meantime, we have the Holidays to look forward to, plus the days start getting
longer on the 21st! Stay Smart, Stay Safe, Stay Happy!

SYBC Holiday Food Drive
As we’ll neither be holding our Commodore’s Ball in December, nor our Soup Dinner in
January, we won’t have the opportunity to coordinate our traditional collection of holiday
donations this year. Instead, please consider making a personal donation to the
La Conner Food Bank, either online at www.laconnerfoodbank.com/cash-donations or by
mailing a check to La Conner Sunrise Food Bank, PO Box 922, La Conner, WA 98257.
Make your check payable to “La Conner Sunrise Food Bank” and write “La Conner Sunrise
Food Bank” in the memo line. Thank you for your generosity!

2021 Membership Renewals and Directory Updates
Dues statements for 2021 are now in the mail. Please return your payment by January 1
to keep your SBYC membership active. Checks may be mailed to SBYC at 1000 Shoshone
Drive or may be dropped off in the lock box next to the Shelter Bay office door.
Also, please take a close look at the member information sheet that’s included in the
mailer and make any corrections so that our 2021 Member Directory can be as accurate
as possible. If your information sheet indicates that we don’t have your picture, or if you’d
like to provide us with a new one, please email a headshot-style picture to
directory@shelterbayyachtclub.org.
We hope to have the 2021 directories printed and delivered to you by the end of February.
The sooner we receive everyone’s updates, the sooner we can get them out. Thank you!

From the Charthouse—Fleet Captain, Vanessa Finch
Ahoy, SBYCers:
Typically this is the newsletter article in which we have the pleasure of recalling the ports
visited during the past season’s cruises. Ordinarily, we would be looking back through photos
of fun games and fine meals enjoyed while afloat together, sharing stories of lively times and
lessons learned. If this had been a “normal” year, I’d happily be listing the names of friends,
old and new, who planned, hosted and attended a season’s worth of cruises. Big sigh. Very
little of 2020 has been ordinary or normal, right?
Even with the myriad changes to our way of life and despite not having a single “typical” SBYC cruising
event this past season, I’m left in awe by SBYC members’ willingness to try something different in support of
cruising together. Our unhosted, socially-distanced cruises to Hunter Bay, Roche Harbor and Sucia Island
allowed us to safely gather around our blue burgees while engaging in best health practices. Kudos to all
who were able to make it out boating this past season!
In the spirit of optimism let’s talk about what our 2021 activities afloat will look like. It seems most prudent
to plan on having unhosted, anchor out/buoy out cruising events through Spring at locations such as Eagle
Harbor (Cypress Island) and Skagit Bay (Hope/Kiket Islands). A work party cruise to Sucia Island for trail
maintenance in May is also on the schedule. There’ll likely be short-notice announcements about
destinations as early as March when weather allows.
We’re hopeful that organized, hosted cruises can resume for Summer cruising and with that in mind our
June 2021 event will be a cruise south to Langely, Port Ludlow and Poulsbo. Adventurous members can
continue south in Puget Sound, visit Seattle and the lakes or return home by way of Port Townsend. June
2021 tides are extreme; for that reason, we’ve selected the first week of the month for our cruise dates as
that’s when the tides are most moderate. July 2021 (fingers crossed, everyone!) will hopefully find us in the
Gulf Islands, visiting ports scheduled for our 2020 Commodore’s Cruise: Port Browning, Ganges Harbor
and Telegraph Harbor. From there we can launch ourselves up to Nanaimo, across the Strait of Georgia to
Vancouver or finally get our Princess Louisa and Desolation Sound fix. Full details will come after the New
Year and, of course, all plans (however optimistically made) are subject to Covid changes.
With your 2020 Bridge remaining in place for 2021, this coming boating season will be my third run at
serving as Fleet Captain. I guess we’ll find out if the idiom “Third time’s the charm” is accurate or not (here’s
hoping it works out this time!). Wishing you each a safe, healthy & happy time afloat or ashore, wherever
December finds you.

New Member Coordinator—Barbara Swanson
WELCOME TO SHELTER BAY YACHT CLUB
I have been privileged to meet all of our new members this past year. They are all positive
friendly people that are a wonderful asset to the SBYC. As soon as things return to our new
normal, you will enjoy meeting them and have many fun times and great adventures together.
Our newest members are:
Chris and Susie Gaudette
Last year Chris and Susie relocated from Mt. Vernon to Puyallup Place in Shelter Bay. Chris is retired from
Regence Health and Susie from the Mt. Vernon School District. They are the owners of a 49’ Symbol power
boat, Puffiin II, moored at dock D28. They have owned Puffin II for 21 years and cruise mostly locally and
also venture up to Desolation Sound.
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SBYC
Commodore’s
Balls Since
2010
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Fred & Marjorie Laws

12/10/1971

49 Years

Roger & Jan Meuter

12/10/1980

40 Years

James & Sherry Granner

12/12/2012

8 Years

Dan & Annette Ferguson

12/15/1967

53 Years

Walter "Bud" & Sue Myers

12/15/1962

58 Years

Tom & Vickie Napier

12/17/1957

63 Years

Tony & Carolyn Wilson

12/21/1968

52 Years

Dale & Randi Freidig

12/23/1967

53 Years

Rob & Anne Hays

12/23/1980

40 Years

Debbie Galbraith

12/3

Larry & Nadine Lien

12/23/1987

33 Years

Greg Reid

12/4

Barney & Tammi Loucks

12/23/2009

11 Years

Julian Platon

12/5

Richard Stockwell

12/8

Chris Wokowsky

12/8

Larry Prescott

12/9

Trustee Jennifer Johnston

12/10

Earl Kari

12/18

Kenneth Opitz

12/18

Kay Arrowsmith

12/21

Sonny Miller

12/23

Dennis Versteegh

12/23

Chuck Yaw

12/24

Jane Edgley

12/26

Tom Madden

12/26

Linda Shipley

12/27

Alice McKenzie

12/29

Bruce Romero

12/29

David Hewitt

12/30

2021 CALENDAR (all dates and events are
tentative; dinner events will be scheduled once
the clubhouse is safely reopened)
MARCH
TBD
UNHOSTED CRUISE TO EAGLE HARBOR (CYPRESS IS.)
APRIL
TBD

UNHOSTED CRUISE TO SKAGIT ISLAND / HOPE ISLAND

MAY
TBD

SUCIA ISLAND WORK PARTY

JUNE
2-8

CRUISE TO LANGLEY / PORT LUDLOW / POULSBO

JULY
14-20

COMMODORE’S CRUISE: PT BROWNING / GANGES /
TELEGRAPH HARBOR

SEPTEMBER
TBD
ROSARIO RESORT
TBD
SUCIA

2020 Lighted Boat Parade Cancelled
Last month we reported that the town of La Conner had announced its intent to proceed with the 2020
Holiday Lighted Boat Parade on December 12. Due to the resurgence of COVID-19 cases and the resulting
increased restrictions mandated by the state, this year’s parade has officially been cancelled.

There had been rumors that Swinomish Yacht Club, who sponsors and coordinates the event each year,
might go forward with an “unofficial” lighted boat cruise. However, the event calendar on their website now
carries a statement from their board that this year’s parade has indeed been cancelled.

Help Us Keep Our Records Up To Date
Is your anniversary missing? Is your name misspelled, or do you see something else that needs to be
corrected? Let us know! Contact Member Records Coordinator Linda Barrett at linda@barrettmarine.com
with your updates.
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SBYC Logo Items For Sale - Order Now!
UPDATE: Kathy of Clever Kathy Designs is now also making face masks to order, and has all kinds of
new items— Shelter Bay Yacht Club license plate frames, mats for your boat with your boat’s name, etc.
Just call Kathy at (425) 301-2528. She will invoice you directly. Support our club and the La Conner
vendors!!!
Below is a list of embroidered SBYC logo items on-hand available to Club Members for
purchase at cost. Items may also be purchased from our online catalog at sbyc.cleverkathydesigns.com.
Janet Cheetham will be glad to assist you with any questions you may have, share a catalog, and/or help
you with filling out your purchase order. You can contact Janet at cheetham@ryanlaw.com.
Items for Sale for Women & Men in a variety of colors: Twill Caps, Long Sleeve Denim Shirts,
Sweatshirts (hooded, zipped, crew), Short Sleeve Polo Shirts, Reversible Vests, Poplin Jacket, and SBYC
Burgees in three sizes: 10” x 15”, 12" x 18" and 14" x 21".
The online catalog has much more for you to choose from as well. Contact Janet for current pricing and
assistance with ordering.

SBYC 2020 OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
Commodore

Ken Olsen

425-890-9415

Commodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Vice Commodore

(Vacant)

Rear Commodore

Gail Romero

206-356-0489

RearCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Fleet Captain

Vanessa Finch

360-941-4141

FleetCaptain@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Treasurer

Dennis Largé

206-484-8441

Treasurer@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Secretary

Sherry Granner

405-312-9916

Secretary@shelterbayyachtclub.org

Staff Commodore

Jon Galbraith

360-630-5404

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Don Chandler

360-466-1555

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Jennifer Johnston 360-399-1124

See directory or web site for personal email

Trustee

Larry Lien

See directory or web site for personal email

ViceCommodore@shelterbayyachtclub.org

360-631-1880
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Thank You 2020 Advertisers
Barrett Financial

1809 Commercial Ave, Suite 100

Anacortes

360-293-6287

Compass Point Plumbing

703 Shelter Bay Drive

La Conner

360-499-2836

Edward Jones

708 East Morris Street, Suite C

La Conner

360-466-2933

Harbor Canvas

611 Olympic View Dr

Coupeville

360-929-3421

Hellam's Vineyard

109 North 1st #101

La Conner

360-466-1758

La Conner Brewing Co.

117 South 1st Street

La Conner

360-466-1415

La Conner Landing Marine Services

541 N Third Street

La Conner

360-757-7757

La Conner Marina (Port of Skagit)

613 North 2nd

La Conner

360-466-3118

La Conner Maritime Services

920 West Pearle Jensen Way

La Conner

360-466-3629

Latitude Marine Services

18578 McGlinn Lane

La Conner

360-466-4905

LFS Marine & Outdoor

851 Coho Way

Bellingham

360-734-3336

Marine Sanitation & Supply

1900 N. Northlake way

Seattle

206-633-1110

Maroney Marine Services

612 North Dunlap Street, Suite E

La Conner

360-466-4636

North Harbor Diesel & Yacht Service

720 30th Street

Anacortes

360-293-5551

Pioneer Market

416 Morris Street

La Conner

360-466-0188

Preview Properties

1615 Buck Way, #A

Mt. Vernon

360-770-1516

Seeds Bistro & Bar

623 Morris St

La Conner

360-466-3280

Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

521 Morris Street

La Conner

360-466-0474

Tom & Jerry's Boat Center

11071 Josh Green Lane, #B-500

Mt. Vernon

360-466-9955

Interested in becoming a member of the SBYC? Applications for membership are available on line at
www.ShelterBayYachtClub.org under Membership, or in the Shelter Bay Community Office.

olphin—December 2020 Newsletter
Shelter Bay Yacht Club
1000 Shoshone Drive
La Conner, WA 98257
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