olphin

From the Helm—Kirsten Chandler, Commodore
Newsletter Vol. 35, No. 12
December 2011

Ron & Debbie McFarlane, thank you so very much to you and your crew,
Judy & Dean Anderson, Linda & Jim Barrett, Barb & Skip Cooper,
Mike & Bob Ellis, Adrean & George Harris, Lora & WC Harvey, and
Joanne Knutson for the enchanting ―Brigadoon" evening. It was great fun
sharing in your Scottish Heritage. The Choral Group was outstanding and
so were the energetic young Highland Dancers. Thank you.
It has been a fast and fun filled 3 years serving on the Bridge of Shelter
Bay Yacht Club. I want to thank all who have volunteered and worked with me over
these years; you made the duties in each chair that I served in easy to perform. I would
highly recommend for those who have yet to participate to please do so. You will meet so
many people and have so much fun, guaranteed. Last, but not least, I want to thank
Don for all his support and help; he is a good listener and hard worker.
The Club Officers for 2012 have been elected and will be sworn in at the Commodore's
Ball on December 3rd. Congratulations to all! Please, give Vanessa Finch, our new
Commodore, and the Board all the support they may ask for.

www.shelterbayyachtclub.org
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November Dinner

Happy Holidays!
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Thanks to Ron & Debbie and their Crew
for such an enchanting evening!

www.shelterbayyachtclub.org

Vice Commodore—Vanessa Finch
It‘s the time of year when we focus on gifts. My heart is filled with gratitude for the many
kind acts and thoughtful words shared with Greg and I. You‘ve made the tough times
bearable. We‘re thankful for the gifts of friendship within our SBYC family.
These past three years have shown us what a classy, gracious lady Commodore Kirsten
Chandler is. It‘s been a pleasure and an honor to serve with her. I‘m grateful that we‘ll
continue to have her guidance as Staff Commodore next year. However, we‘ll miss the
leadership and service provided by our long-time secretary Joanne Knutson and trustee
Dennis Massoth who are retiring this month. Thank you each for sharing your skills, efforts
and energy with SBYC.
To the many other appointees and volunteers who make sure our logo-wear is ordered, BBQs lit, AED
onboard, website and records maintained, reservations made, photos taken and training available: you each
perform an essential service. Thank you. We value you greatly.
I look forward to serving as your Commodore in 2012 but I couldn‘t do it without the support of the man
who floats my boat. Thank you, Greg Finch. You‘re the best gift of all.
TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS and all through the boat,
The bilge pumps were hustling to keep us afloat,
Dog Raymond was nestled all snug in his berth,
(We sleep aboard most nights to get our money's worth)
As Greg read the ―Dolphin‖ and I guzzled beer,
He said ―You've had enough, now come to bed, dear.‖
Then out on the dock there arose an uproar
As I reached in the ‗fridge to get just one more.
So up went my head out of the hatch.
(Though I should have thought first to undo the latch.)
I saw stars for a moment, and as quick as a blink
Greg yelled, "See, you've had too much to drink!"
The moon on the water lit the marina up bright
(Which was good, since I‘d lost the flashlight.)
Then what with my wondering eyes should I see,
But a fat, fuzzy old guy in a Bayliner Capri.
Instead of an outboard hung on the rear,
Tied to the bow were eight tiny reindeer.
More rapid than ―Bud Ray―, these coursers they flew,
And on each of their hooves was a Topsider shoe.
With crashing & bashing & banging & knocking,
I knew in an instant they must be docking,
―No Dasher! Hold it, Dancer! Damn you, Prancer & Vixen.
Stop, Comet! Grab a line, Cupid! Get bumpers, Donner and Blitzen!
Look out for that boat! Watch that seawall!
Now fend off, fend off, fend off all!‖
He was dressed in a red cap ringed with fur trim
Along with a Speedo that covered just a fraction of him.
I was shocked and astonished. What could I say?
Greg often goes boating dressed exactly that way. . . .
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He then grabbed a bag, a bulging huge sack,
And hoisted it up onto his back,
He also had sponges and a mop in his grip,
As he waddled his way o'er to the slip.
He said ―My name‘s Nick, and my girl, I can tell
That your gel coat needs buffing and your teak looks like hell.
Your vinyl needs cleaning, your lockers arranging,
Your holding tank pumping, and your oil a-changing,
You've put these jobs off for too long and you know it.
So here's all that you need. This time don't blow it.‖
Then as quick as he came, he was back on his boat,
His reindeer revving and eager to tote.
―Merry Christmas!‖ he called as they cruised through the night.
―And regarding the beer, lady -- your man, he is right.‖

From the Clubhouse, Rear Commodore—Linda Barrett
The Commodore‘s Ball on December 3 starting at 5 pm promises to be a fun and festive
evening as we honor Commodore Kirsten and Captain Don. The food is excellent and the
band plays old favorites that we love to dance and listen to, so don your favorite ―fancy‖
attire and plan to have a great time!
I want to extend a heartfelt thanks to all of the dinner hosts and crews who supported me this
year by putting on the seven dinners in 2011 plus the opening day festivities. We are all so
fortunate to be able to enjoy the events that are made possible because of your individual
creativity, talent and hard work that is so generously given. Putting on a meal for up to 100
people each month is not a simple task, yet you make it look so easy.
Soups On!!
Pot Luck Dinner
January 21, 2012
Once again we will
relax after the holidays
with hot soup and
warm companionship
at the clubhouse.
This is a casual, lowkey, no charge event. We need soup chefs so call Ken
and Marnie at 466-1482 if you would like to volunteer.
If you aren‘t a soup chef, please bring a salad or a
dessert that will serve 8 (if your last name starts with
A-L bring a salad; if your last name starts with M-Z
bring a dessert). The club provides bread, crackers,
napkins, soup bowls, plates for salad and dessert and
coffee.
Note: Please bring your own silverware.
5:30 pm Happy Hour – BYOB
6:30 pm Soup Dinner
Entertainment: Bingo- $1.00 per card. Cash prizes.
Reservations: Sign up on the web site by going to
www.shelterbayyachtclub.org. Log in and select ―SBYC
Dinner Reservation‖ and under January dinner click on
Register. If you are registering 2 people, click on group
reservation and follow the directions. You can look up
who else is coming by clicking on ―Attendees‖ before
you register. Or call Mindy McCabe 466-3284.
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If you are new to Shelter Bay, getting involved in
the dinners coming up in 2012 is a great way to
get to know people and enjoy the planning parties
as well as the event itself, so let Betty Foster
know if you are interested in helping out!

Membership Chairs—
Dennis & Sally Massoth
We have new members we would like to
welcome to the yacht club.
Steve and Diana Klein are spending their
winter in Long Beach, CA but are returning in
March and looking forward to participating in
the yacht club. They owned a sailboat in
Southern California for 20 years and frequently
sailed to Catalina. Steve is an artist and his
expertise is working with glass. They enjoy
traveling, spending time with their family and
grandchildren, friends, walking and hiking in
the Northwest. Welcome aboard!
Klein, Steve & Diana
447 Modoc Place
La Conner, WA 98257
429 Winslow Ave
Long Beach, CA 90814
(213) 216-8531 Cell 1
(562) 254-5123 Cell 2
dksk@earthlink.net

www.shelterbayyachtclub.org

2011 Calendar

From the Charthouse
Fleet Captain—Betty Foster

December
3
Commodore‘s Ball—Lynn Ries & Rod
Proctor, Carol & Mike Silhan

It has been a real pleasure to serve as
your Fleet Captain this past year. I
certainly would not have been able to do
the job without the support of so many
people. Thanks to all of you who put so
much thought, energy, and planning
into making each and every port of call
memorable. Shelter Bay Yacht Club is
fortunate to have so many talented members who are
willing to give of their time. You all are what make
this yacht club great!

2012 Calendar
January
16
Training 7 PM—Navigating the Web Site
21
Soup Feed Dinner—Ken & Marnie Lee
February
13
Training 7 PM—Looking for a topic
18
February Dinner—Tom & Vickie Napier
March
13
Training 7 PM—Circumnavigating
Vancouver Island
17
March Dinner—Jim & Betty Foster and
Larry & Jackie McKean

If you haven't volunteered for awhile, this is a fun
way to meet new people so please let your 2012 Fleet
Captain, Larry Lien (360-630-5798,
larry@larrylien.com ) know if you would like to host
a port or be a part of a port crew.

April
20-21 Shakedown Cruise to Anacortes

Due to minimal interest in making the bus trip to
Seattle for the annual Boat Show in February, the
Board has again decided against chartering a bus. If
you don't want to make this drive yourself, I am sure
there are some who would be interested in forming a
carpool. If you would like to be in a carpool, or drive
a carpool, please let Larry Lien know so he can
connect you to the right
people.

May
12

Opening Day

June
15-16 Cruise to Roche Harbor
The Board of Directors meets at 9 am the
morning of each club dinner.
Dolphin articles are due to the Editor on the
23rd of each month.

On a personal note, I would
like to take this opportunity
to thank all of you for your
support, prayers, phone calls,
and hugs during Captain
Jim's recent ―mis-adventure‖
in Boston. He continues to
gain strength daily and will
soon be at the helm of the
Pharm-A-Sea for another
fantastic year of boating.

Training—Ron Kostanich
"Misadvantures of the Inside Passage" with Rob & Anne Hays was quite a trip for them and for all of us
fortunate enough to hear it.. We thank you two for sharing your planning, packing ships stores, the beauty
of land and water and for making us aware of how difficult a long trip can be both mentally and physically.
Our next training will be in January with Jim Barrett overviewing all the features of our own SBYC website.
Take a second and sign up on the website for the January training event. We hope you all plan to come.
Notice the dates below for future training/seminars:
January 16th, Monday @ 7PM
February 13th, Monday @ 7PM
March 13th, Tuesday @7PM

Navigating the Shelter Bay Yacht Club website with Jim Barrett
(www.shelterbayyachtclub.org)
Looking for a topic - give me a call
Circumnavigating Vancouver Island with the Miller's and the
Scarboro's

Don't forget we encourage your input for classes for this winter/spring and we would like to know if you
would be interested in presenting a class. Call or email me your thoughts and ideas at 466-1331 or
ron.kostanich1@frontier.com.
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Anchorage of the Month, Goldstream Harbour—Don Bloye
If you‘re looking for a real pretty spot, close to usually great fishing, usually protected and secure, my
anchorage for this month is Goldstream Harbour. This small hideaway can be located on Canadian Chart
3784 at the northern tip of Hecate Island on the west side of Fitz Hugh Sound. Yep, that‘s above Cape
Caution, too! Plugging the coordinates, 51o 43.616N, 128o 00.335‘W, into your chartplotter, you will see
exactly where we have dropped the hook. It‘s just off a small sandy beach with lots of trees for stern tying,
which I fully recommend. Be cautious as you enter this small cove as the rocks in the eastern entrance can
be hard to see if the sun is in your eyes. Like I said, this is usually a wonderful scenic spot. We have had a
bad experience in here when the weather came up overnight with hard winds from the northeast. Northwest
could also be uncomfortable, so choose this place to drop your hook when the weather forecast (one that
you trust!) is favorable; it‘s worth it. Otherwise, head for the area around Hakai Institute (used to be Hakai
Fishing Resort) a bit west of here.
There is a neat little cove accessible only at high tide in your dinghy just to the NNE of the Harbour. Exit
through the little cut that opens on the north, between the small sheltering islet and Hecate Island. In this
cove and around the peninsula to the west and on into the next cove can be great salmon fishing, if they are
catching anything in Hakai Passage. We trolled green or red ―Bait Busters‖ successfully, and then jigged for
Ling Cod in the same area.
I mentioned the bad experience we had here a few years back. The evening
was great and the fishing fun and profitable. We checked the anchor and
stern tie before turning in, but shortly the rains started. The storm
progressively got more severe during the night and at daybreak the fog was so
thick we couldn‘t see the entrance just a few yards away. The dinghy had
been left in the water from last night‘s fishing trip and in the morning there
was over four inches of rain water and branches in it. The winds were testing
the
limits of the stern tie so I finally went ashore, released it and we headed out
into Fitz Hugh Sound. We
followed the radar across a very rough Sound and finally into Fish Egg Inlet
where we found shelter for the next two days in another of our favorite
anchorages.
The bad taste we got last time visiting Goldstream has just about worn off so
we will probably visit it again soon. Problem is there are way too many other
great places where the salmon frequent and the anchorages look great that
we may have to put this one off again for a year or two.
Happy cruising.
Don and Carolyn Bloye
M V Island Spirit

Our MC striking
a pose in his
Scottish attire!

SBYC 2011 OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
Commodore

Kirsten Chandler

466-1555

kirstenchandler@wavecable.com

Vice Commodore

Vanessa Finch

941-4141

mauivanessa@gmail.com

Rear Commodore

Linda Barrett

466-3027

linda@barrettmarine.com

Fleet Captain

Betty Foster

466-7468

pharm-a-sea@frontier.com

Treasurer

Doug Duehning

466-1281

daduehning@yahoo.com

Secretary

Joanne Knutson

466-1452

joknutson@frontier.com

Staff Commodore

Tom Ihrig

466-1264

diane.ihrig@frontier.com

Trustee

Wayne (Brad) Bradford

466-5036

cougbrad58@gmail.com

Trustee

Ron Kostanich

466-1331

ron.kostanich1@frontier.com

Trustee

Dennis Massoth

466-2049

massoth3@frontier.com
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Chaplain’s Corner—Peggy Duehning
A Lesson Learned

David Merrick

12/04

Greg Reid

12/04

Richard Stockwell

12/08

Jennifer Johnston

12/10

Ray Fiedler

12/10

Margaret Arnett

12/11

Allen Cooper

12/14

Brad Whyte

12/15

Joe Holmes

12/15

Brent Hamner

12/18

Earl Kari

12/18

Edith Irvine

12/19

Nena Johnson

12/19

Alice McKenzie

12/29

Bob Agramonte

12/30

I was rushing down the street,
Too many errands and deadlines to meet,
Food to order and gifts to buy,
I thought of my lists with a weary sigh.
I caught a glimpse out of the corner of my eye,
A little girl alone and I wondered why.
So I made my way across the street.
Loaded with packages and soaking feet.
She was standing in the drizzling rain,
Her nose pressed against the store windowpane.
The Christmas display sparkled with activity
She was focused on the Nativity.
―That‘s baby Jesus,‖ she said.
―See that halo around his head?
That means He is special and holy
And He was born just for me.‖
I asked, ―Where is your mother?‖
―She‘s at the hospital with my brother.
My daddy‘s in there asking for work
This store advertised for a clerk.‖
She looked so solemn and somewhat sad.
I decided to wait with her for her dad.
We looked at the window filled with toys.
Hearts desires for little girls and boys.
―Ah, what did you ask Santa to bring?‖
She replied, ―I didn‘t ask for anything.
Daddy says there are hospital bills to pay
So there may not be presents on Christmas Day.‖
―What I want won‘t fit under a Christmas tree.
I want my baby brother to be home with me.
That‘s the most wonderful present I could get
This would be a Christmas I will never forget.‖
―God sent baby Jesus because we needed Him.
So He will do the same for my brother Tim.
I want my family together on Christmas Day.
My daddy and mommy said I need to pray.‖
I thought about all the ―stuff‖ on my list.
My heart wrenched and I felt my eyes start to mist
The hope and pure faith of this little one
Was focused solely on the Blessed Son.
So why wasn‘t I doing the same…
Celebrating Christmas in Jesus‘ name?
A lesson learned from mouths of babes as they say
Keep the focus on Christ on Christmas Day.
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Fred & Marjorie Laws

12/10/1971

40 years

Dan & Annette Ferguson

12/15/1967

44 years

George & Adrean Harris

12/15/1984

27 years

Tom & Vickie Napier

12/17/1957

54 years

Tim & Nancy Vogel

12/19/1965

46 years

Tom & Gloria Burke

12/20/1947

64 years

Rob & Anne Hays

12/23/1980

31 years

Larry & Nadine Lien

12/23/1987

24 years

Marine Trader
The submission guidelines for submitting ads are:
Be brief
Ads must be placed by members for members only
All items must be related to boating
State whether you are selling or looking for an item
Provide your contact information
Ads must be received by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the next month‘s newsletter

SBYC Logo Items for Sale
The following items all have the SBYC logo embroidered on them. They are available to Club members at the
prices paid for them by the Club. The prices include sales tax and the items will be delivered to your door.
Call Richard or Britt Wisniewski at 466-4149 to order, or send an email to wishniew@wavecable.com.
Twill Caps, Variety of Colors…………………………………………………………………………………
Long Sleeve Denim Shirts in Women‘s and Men‘s Sizes………………………………………………
Sweatshirts, Variety of Colors, Ribbed or Open Bottom (Several in Stock, Ready for Delivery)
Short Sleeve Polo Shirts, Women‘s and Men‘s Sizes, Variety of Colors……………………………
Reversible Vest, Variety of Colors……………………………………………………………………….…
Poplin Jacket, Variety of Colors………………………………………………………………………….…
SYBC Mugs………………………………………………………………………………………………………
License Plate Frames……………………………………………………………………………………….....
SBYC Burgees……………………………………………………………………………………………………
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$14.25
$32.50
$32.75
$30.00
$45.75
$45.75
$ 3.00
$ 2.00
$18.00
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Thank you 2011 Advertisers

New

Edward Jones
Geiger’s Custom Cleaning Inc.
Hellam’s Vineyard
Hudson Remodeling
La Conner Brewing Co
La Conner Landing Marine Services
La Conner Marina
La Conner Maritime Services
La Conner Realty & Investment
Latitude Marine Services
LFS Marine & Outdoor
Lovric’s Sea-Craft
Marine Sanitation Services
Marine Services & Assist
Maroney Marine Services
North Harbor Diesel & Yacht Service
Rovang Marine
Tom & Jerry’s Boats & Motors
Tradewinds Company

708 E Morris St, Suite C
27 Tulalip Way
109 N First, #101
912 Loomis Trail Rd
117 S First St
541 N Third St
613 N Second
920 West Pearle Jensen Way
615 E Morris St
18578 McGlinn Ln
851 Coho Way
3022 Oakes Ave
1900 N Northlake Way
2221 W Cornet Bay Rd
612 N Dunlap St, Suite E
720 30th St
1509 13th St
11071 Josh Green Ln #B-500
4919 Macbeth Dr

La Conner
La Conner
La Conner
Lynden
La Conner
La Conner
La Conner
La Conner
La Conner
La Conner
Bellingham
Anacortes
Seattle
Deception Pass
La Conner
Anacortes
Anacortes
Mt Vernon
La Conner

98257
98257
98257
98264
98257
98257
98257
98257
98257
98257
98225
98221
98103
98277
98257
98221
98221
98273
98221

466-2933
466-5858
466-1758
360-354-7006
466-1415
466-0140
466-3118
466-3629
466-3181
466-4905
800-426-8860
293-2042
209-633-1110
675-7900
466-4636
877-293-5551
420-4244
466-9955
299-9508

Join us for:
December 3 at 5 pm: Commodore’s Ball
Honoring Commodore Kirsten and Captain Don Chandler
Interested in becoming a member of the SBYC? Applications for membership are available on line at
www.shelterbayyachtclub.org under Membership, or in the Shelter Bay Community Office.

olphin—December 2011 Newsletter
Shelter Bay Yacht Club
1000 Shoshone Drive
La Conner, WA 98257

Address Service Requested

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE
SBYC PAID PERMIT 9
LA CONNER, WA 98257

